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TO THE RE VE- 
rend and learned, Doctor 


Dorn, Deane of St. Pauls, roge- 
ther with the Prebend-Refſidentratics 
of the ſame Church, my-very 
good Patrons, 


R1icurTt WoRsSIPFVYLL, 


# Ort out of any 0- 
ptmon of this 
Sermons worth, 
to which dare 

Ag not inuite your 
Iiclob#&yes. Nor,any am- 
bition to 'menitgt'my Patrons, 
whom I read ftiled, Petty cre- 
actors. But in humble oW- 
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ledgement of your fauours, 1 
-preſent this ſmall Rent of 
Thankefulneſle ; the poore 
fruit of that tree, which growes 
on your owne ground, and 
hath not from the world an 
other ſuſtenance. Vouchſafe, 
[ beſeech you, your Patronage 
to the child, who haue made 
the Father of it, 


Your VVors. degated 
Homager _ 
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To the Reader. 


Neither co thoſe Rheawmaticke 
Pennes, that are ſtill dropping vpon 


ſpirits, that will ſcarſe bee coninr'd 
into the orbe of employment. But if modeſt 
forwardneſſe be a fault, ] cannt excuſe my ſelfe. 

It pleaſed God Almighty, tomake a fearefull 
Comment ou this his awne Text, the very ſame 
day it was preached by bis unworthieft ſeruam, 
T he argument was but audible inthe morning, 
before might it was viſible. His = Pen had 


be +. bere a terrible remonſirance , $0 it is, 
Save! He did not meant it for « nine deics won- 
der. Their ſudden departure out of the World, 
muff not ſo ſuddenly depart from the memorie 
of the World. Woe 10 that ſoule that ſhall take 
ſo ſlight 4 notice of ſo extrawdiniry 4 Indge- 
ment. We doe not ſay, \T hey periſbed + Chari 
tie forbid it. But this wee ſay, it is a ſigne 

Gods fanour, when bee giues a man Law, Wee 


ne ſince writienit with inke, now his hand of 
| Inſticeexpoundedit in the Charatters of blond, 
was onely 4 conditionall menace, So it |. 
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the Preſſe : nor thoſe Phlegmaticke | 
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To the 
paſſe no ſentence pon them, yet let Vitake war- 
"them, T be Remark e would not 
be neghtied , for the T ime, the Place, the Per+ 
ns, the Number, the Maner. Tet ſtill wee 
conclude not,T his was for the tranſereſſion of the | 
dead : but this we art ſure of, 1t is meant for the | 
admonition of the uing. | 
Such is onr Bleſſed Sauiours concluſion, pon a 
paralelynſtance: Except ye repent, Y E thalall | 
LIKEWISE periſh, There is no place ſafe | 
exourh for offenders : but when the Lord is once 
up in armes, happy man that can make his owne | 
peace | otherwiſe, mn vaine we hope 10 runne from 
the Plague, while wecarry the Sinne along with 
vs. Tet will not our wilfall and brwitched Recu- 
ſants, from theſe legible Charattery, ſpell Gods 
plaine meaning. No tmpreſiion can bee made tn 
thoſe hearts,that are ordained to perifh. For their 
malicious, canſeleſſe, and vnchriſtian ecuſures 
| of vs, God forgrue them : our requitall be anchy 
pitre andprayers for them, Howſoruer thiy gine 
out, (and 1 will not here examine) that their 
is more thamours.- Impudence it ſelfe ci p 
me, but our Charniens greaver then theirs. Now 
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Faith and Obrdjence ; that the projeration of 
Death may Beuer our preparation tale. | 


and dearigopd Lord deliver aa þ nn 
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LvxE. Cap.13. Verſ.z, 


Then ſaid hee t1 the Dreſſer of his Vine- 
yard ; Bebold, theſe three yeares 1 come 


— — — — 


ſeeking fruit on this Fig-tree , and find 
none. ; . cut it downe , why cumbreth 


Ewes is brought to 
Chriſt, of a ex 
ludgement , which was 
nor, more Pilayes, then 
war op n ſome Gali- 


x leans; who, while rhe) 


The bay ren | 4 


on the ſame altar. Left this ſhould be whol- 
ly attributed to 7;/ates cruckie, without dve 
[reſpeQ had of the omnipotent TIaftice, hee 
| famples it with another ; of cighteene men | 
| miſcarrying by thefall of a Tower. No Pi. 
 latethrew downe this, here was no humane 
| Executioner : the matter of their death was 
morter and ſtones; theſe had no purpoſe to 
killthem. Thbis therctore, muſt bee an invi- 
ſible hand, working b7 an inſcn6blecreature: ! 
the Tuſtrument may bee diucis, the Iudge is 
the ſame. | 
{ Now, Pans paucorum , terror omnium : 2s | 
| an exhalation drawne from the carth, fircd | 
and ſcnt backe againe to the earth, ſmitcs |} 


! 


; onely one place, bur terrifieth the whole | 
| —_ So their ruincs ſhould be our ter. | 
'rours; Ict them teach vs, that they may nor 
touch vs. They are hitherto but like Moſes | 
1 his Rodde turned into a Serpent : not{into a | 
| Bearc or Lyon, leſt it ſhould have d&ovured 
| Pharaoh : but into a Serpent, that hr 
| be more afraid then hurr. Iris Gods 
| fauonrto'vs, that others bee madeexamples 
for vs, and not wee made examples for o- 
thers, Nothing could rcachthem, let them 
teach ys. 
| Of theſe fearefull Inſtances our Saviour 
; makes thigvſe ; fetring downe aperemptory 
couclufion : Fel $129 mtr reegnce , 


Berepr "yet Vejient , yee ſhall all li Wide 4 
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Tree, 


Such veaFeance is no way to bee auoyded, 
bur by repentance. But here the Iewes might 
Aarti chem(elues, If wee be greater finners 
then they , how comes itto paſle that wee 
ſpeed better then they * To this filent obie- 
&ion,Chriſt makes an Apologicall anſwere, 
verſe 6. You are not ſpared becauſe you are 
more righteous, but becauſe God ro you is 
more gracious. You deſerue ſuch or forer 
Iudgements ; and the reaſon of this impu- 
nitie is not to bee looked for in your inno- 
cence, but inthe Lordes patience : not be- 
cauſe you are not worſe to him, bur be- 
canſe hee is betrer to you : who offers you 
ſpaccand grace to amend, if (at leaſt) at laſt 
you will bring foorth the fruirtes of Repen- 
tance. 

There be ſome termes in the Text; (as that 


| 


the YVinegard is the Church, euery Chriſtian 
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Dreſſers) wherein your vnderſtandings may 
well preuent-my diſcourſe: theſe known and 
filrr I rake as granted of all hands. 
ItisaP e.therefore not cobce forced 
cuery way,nor madeto warrant a concluſion 
whichthe 40 meg9 rpm meant. == eve, 
when it offers vs the company 4 myle, to compe 
it 18 got ko Vs mains Saks Chriſte 
M elſtnger {peake our errand, 'Such is the 
trade of Rome ; what their owne policic 
hath made nececſſaric , they will God, 
dt? 2 + £0 
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— [romake good : this is fo picke darknefſe our 
of the Sunne, No, Ferificatar mm ſenſe ſas, 
like a good creature, it does onely that it was 
| made tor. A Parable is not like a Looking- 
 glaſle, to repreſent all formes and faces : but! 
2 well drawne P:&ure , to remonſtrate that 
perſon whereof it is a counterfeit. It is like a 
knife, with the hatt ir cutts not, with the 
backe it cuts not, it cuts with the edge, A! 
Candlc is madeto light vs,not to heate vs : a 
Stoue is made to heare vs, not to lightvs: it 
this Parable, likerbe Sunne, may give both | 
light and heate z the more profitable, the 


more acceptable. 


T be Diſtri-.) Then [ayd hee te the Dreſſer, &c. That 

bution, part of it, to which I limit my preſent Dif. 
'courſe, deliuers it ſelfe to vs-4n theſe foure 
| paſſages. 


{ Conſultation ; They ſayd bee-#0 the 
Dreſier of his V mas ao 

A Complaint. Behold , theſe three yeeres 
k 1 come ſtching fruit onthis Fig-tree, 
| and find none. 
| Sentence; Cut it downe. 
Reaſon; Why cumbers it the ground ? 


37 The Conſultation. 7 hen ſaid he nts, &e, 
17 Dixit, mon percaſfit : hee ſpake, hee ſtroke 
not2 hee might haue ſpared words, and be- 
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| © 0 Thetrrin Tree, 


_—_ 


= with wounds. The Tree: had rather 
ferued the Axe and Fire, thena Conſulta+ 


tion of recouery. How eaſily would man 


Thane reiected his hopeleſle brother? as when 
a piece of clay will not worke to-his minde, 
the Potter throwes it away : or wee caſt 
foule ragges to the dung-hill , little thinkin 
thatthey may become white paper. But with 
God,Yerba antecedunt verbera ; hee will bee 
| heard before hee bee fele. Our firſt Parents, 
| when they had linned, Yocem audiuerant, 
| Heard the woyce of God: Heereaſoned with 
them, before he condetnaned them.-Ifrhe fa- 
thers word can corre the child; hee will ler 
the rod alone. Wicked men viethe ſhdden 
Arguments of ſtecle and yron; as lob dif- 
courſcd with CAmeſe , inthe fift nbbe, 


red withthe Prophet, a word and a blow; 
blow without a word : he ſtrucke him 
firlt,” and {| to him afterwards. God 


#bd knocke + hee knockes at the doore,does/ 
gr prefently breake it open. Hees giues vs| 
waning of his Iudgements, thaz gaue him 
no warning of our fines. Whydocth hee | 
thus That wee mightſee our miſerable c- 
ſtare, and fallro rimely deprecation: that fo 
puniſhing our ſelues , wee might ſaue hima 
abour, | | 
vit : as if the Lord w | 
B 3 Goupict' 


Dixit non deſtina 
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ſpeake Daggers pOyNnrs, So Zedekiah diſpu« | 1 Kings 22,24. 


otherwile ; Behold,1 fland at the doore, | Reuel 3.20, 
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The barreniCres 


——_— 


double and repeat his thoughts, before hee 
\decreed ir ro irreyocable ruine. A diuine 
preſident of moderation ! If he that cannot 

tranſgreſle in his wrath, nor exceedin his Tu. 

ſtice , will yer Conſulere amicum, aduile with 

his friend : how ought fraile man to ſuſpend 
| his furious purpoſes to mature deliberation? 
F7 is t00 common with vs, to attempt dange- 
rous and deſperate ations , without further 
counſel! then our owne grecne thoughts. 50 
Anger is made a Solicitor, Paſsion a Indge, 
and Raſhnefſean Executioner. The wiſe man 
| firſt confiders,then ſpeakes or does ; the mad 
man firſt ſpeakes or docs, and then con(1- 
ders. Which drives him on neceſlitic to play 
the afrer-game ; with ſhame and ſorrow to 

recouer his former eſtate, or giue it loſt for 
euer. O holy deliberation, al 7d thou 
fed £ Davids Harpe did caſt the ewll{pirit 
out, this would keepc him fromeuer com- 
ming in, It is a Porter at the Gate of Gods 
ſpirituall Temple, Man;that would be as ſure 
to keepe out his encmics, as Dauid would: 
hauc bin ready to let in his friends. How ma- 
ny ccneggs precipices of {in would be pre» 
uented, were this Rule remembred; Conſule 
Culterem? For matter of eſtate,we are coun- 
ſelled by the Lawyer - for hcalth of body, 
aduiſed by the Phyſician : we truſt the Pilot 
to ſteere our courſe by Sea, the Surveyor to 
mete out our Land : but forthe ſoule let it be 


as, 


 -  Feeparren Tree. 


as barren as this Fig-rree, we take no counſell 
of the Gardiner. Doe worldlings confule the 
Preacher, concerning their viurious trade 
before they vndertake it £ Doc Gallantsad- 
| uiſe with him, before they mcer in Aceldama, 
the field of blood 2 Othat they would admit | 
an anſwere from ſuch a friend, before they | 
giue an anſwereto ſuch an enemy, | 
Dixit Yinitori, Such is the honour God 
doth his Miniſters, to acquaint them wich 
| his owne purpoſes. Sarely,the Lord will dono- 
thing, but he firſt renealeth it to his ſernants,the 
Prophets. Nothing ; which may conduceto 
the office of then Miniſtery,and the good of | 


ſteries of the kinzdome of Heauen, To v0u, not | 
rothe world, they haueno ſuch revelation, 
It is ginen, it's none of your inheritance, you 
were not borne to it. Ts knowe Myſteries, | 
Sapere alt4,not common things, Of the kimg-. 
dome (not ſecularzſuch gone rm for the 
knowledge of Stztizing Ieſuites;but) of hea.) 
wen, Shaſ I hide from þ Terue: the my that 
"Iman td do? The marterconcerncd Sodome, | 
not Abraham : yet was it revealed to Abra- 
bam,not to Sodome. Burdoth Godneed any 
mans counſel! - Who hath at any time beene h1s 
Counſeller ? Will rhe Porter take aduice of 
his pots 2 No; when Chriſt aked 'P/4p 
where ſupply of bread might bee hadfor the 
multitude; 7 his bee ſaid toprooue him * for he 
-* _ 2.5 1998 
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Ames 3.7, 


his Church. Toyon it is ginen to krow the my- | Lukes.ro, | 


Gen 18, 17s 
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| Atﬀes 4.33, 


| arcnot his,bur our fatisfaRtions; Thu vel 


\ Prief, was atitle whereof the Princes of If. 


kpheſ,q.12, 
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hbimfelfe knew what he would does qieſti 


hee credit his owne Ordinance ,reaching the 
world how toeſteeme of them whom him- 
ſelfe ſo fingularly honors. How poorea place 
ſoeuer they finde in mens thoughts,rhe Ki 

of heauenandearth cals themto his piers, 


rac{ wereambitious : they would nor, euery 
man haue written hisname on his rod, bur in 
hope that this Dignitie might fall to his lot. 
Now,jisthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell inferi- 
our tothat of the Lawe © Was the ſeruice of 
death more glorious then the ſeruice of life, 
and faluation © If the Euangclicall Couenant 
bee bertcr, is the Miniſtration worſe « The 
Sonnes of the great thinke ſcorne of ſuch an 
imployment: what they held an honor,theſe 
count adilparagement : In one andthe fame 
ſubie& meets their ambition and our ſcorne. 
It is ill when the F*gee-rreeſhall deſpilethe 
Dreſſer, butt 'ir would bee farre worleif the 
Dreſſer ſhould deſpiſe the Fig-tree. © 

To the Dreſſer. This is the whole. 
gregation of his Miniſters, to whom he hi 
cammitred theculture of his Vineyard; all 
which, by an Endllege numeri,, are ſumm'd 
vp in one Dreſſer, 1. 2uia Cor vaum, bc- 
cauſe they have all one heart,” 2. 214 off. 
cium Vaumall their labours meet in that one 


common rerme; the edification of the uaT 
| "_  _ Chrifti| 


.,» 


Chriffs 3. It is vIuall ro name one proceteris> 
forall the reſt. Peter ſays, 7 howgh 1 ſhould dit 
with thee, 1 will net denre thee. Did Peter onely 
promiſe this £ Ne,but So ſayd likewiſe the reſt | Mabas 35, b 
of the D:ſciples. Had not this been a Parable, 
| I never tound a place of more probable co- 
| Jour forthe high Prieſtof Rome to chalenge 
| his vniuerſall Supremacy by. But ſurely, he | 
; will never dreſſe Chriſtes Vineyard, as it | 
; Ought, vnleſſe ia Parable, Nay, would his | 
| Inſtruments forb<are to ſowe it with bram- 
| bles,to manure it with blood,and to caſt Na- | 
baoth our of his ownvineyard,it were ſome- 
| what. Bur ler them paſſe | When the Spirit 
| wrotetoa whole Churchyhe inſcribes his E- 
| piftlevnder one particularname, Angels Eccle- 
| fie,to the Angell of the Church, 
'.. Toihe Dreſſer. Dreſing implies labour and 5* 
| hecdfulnecfic. I might here rouch vpon the 
+ & | Miniſters diligence, that Chriſts Vineyard 
neuer tie rude and vnpoliſhd through his de- 
taulr, Bur chis age will looke to thatwell c- 
; nough : never did the Egyptians call fo faſt 
vpoathe Iſreclites for making of Brickes, as 
| thepeoplecall on vs for making of Sermons: 
' & our allowance of materials is much alike. 
; They thwk ir recompenſc bountifull enough 
' to praiſe our paines; asif wee could liue like 
. Camelions, vpon the ſubrill ayreof Com- 
| mendations. $0 they {eruc vs as Carriers do 
| their Horſes ; lay heauy bardens vpon'their 
| C A backs 
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backes, and then hang bellefit cheireares to 
make them muſicke. But be ourreward littl 
or much, God forbid we ſhould flacke dref 

ſing the Vineyard of Ieſus Chriſt, 

Tothe Dreſſer. Why tohim? Ye imterce- 
deret that he might pleade for the Tree, So 
vawilling is God ro dcſtroy , that hee would 
haue vs manacle his hands with our prayers: 
he would bee intreated ro forbearc. Goe thy 
wayes downe , tor the people which thou 
broughteſt out of Egypt, have corrupted them 
ſelues. Why this to Moſes ? That hee might 
pray fo. them. Hethat meant to ſparerheny 
in mercy , meant withall that Moſes ſhould 
bee beholdento him for that mercie. And 
Moſes indeed chargoth the Lord , ſers vpoi; 
him with ſo holy a violence, that as if his 
prayers could vincereinumcibilem, he hearcs. 
Let me alone, O that every Vine-dreſſer were 
full of this gracious affcRion to the trees vn 
der his charge : yea, who feares God, and 
in ſome mcaſurc hath it not 2 Thepeopl- 
to:got. Moſes , Moſes remembers the people : 
theycould be merry and happy without him, 
he wouldnat be happy withoutthem. Mcn 
robbe vs of our mcanes, lode vs withrepro- 
ches : all our revenge is to ſolicire heauen 
for them by our ſupplications : they ſue vs, 
wee ſue forthem: they impoueriſh our tem. 
porall condition, wee pray for their eternal] 
faluation. Wee could neuer hope for good 
to 
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| ” "TB Lf Tree. 

6 bt felues,if wee ſhould not returne them 
[this good for their euill, 

Cor4h had drawne a multitude to rebell 

| againſt Moſes and TAHarsn, Moſes and Harow 

pray for their rebels. They were worthy of 

| death,and they had it ; yet would theſe mer- 

citull Leaders haue preuented it : refuſing to 

buy their owne peace with the lofie of ſuch 

enemies. Yea,they are ſo farre from caruing 


| their owne iuſt reucnge, that they would not 
| haue the Lord to revenge for them. Let vs, 
| all our hearts with this great Example : the | 

people riſe vp againſt their Paſtors , the Pa- | 
| ſtors fall on their faces for the people, Cer-| 


wouldneuer inuite vs to pray. Bur as it ptca- 
ſeth Him to makeys His mouth to you; fo 
alſo, your mouth to Him : both to rell you, 
.. | what He doth ſay, and to returne Him what 
Fr + | youſhould ſay; topreach againſt your ſinns; 
to pray for your ſoules. Doe you heare vs 
pleadefor Chriſt, for Chriſt heares vs plead 
for you; Indecd , wee are men of polluted 
lippesahd lives :. bur as Gods power is not 


| rainly, if God had not meant to heare vs, he | 


ſtraitned through our weakneſle , ſo,nor is 
his mercy leſſened through our vnworthi- 
nefle. Therefore as Paxt had his, Yemihi 
nonpredicauers ; Woe vnto mee, if 1 Preach 
not : So Moſes,in effeR, had his Ye mihi,fi non! 
interceſſero, woe vnto me, if ] prey not : God 
forbid 1 ſhould ceaſe praying for you. But as all 

C 3. our 


Numb.,t6.22, 
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| 
od vpohyou, 
but through the boly Ghoft;lo a Fly 
ing can brirg no good to you, but thiokgh 
lelus Chriſt. Wee pray for you, forget not 
you to pray for vs. Indeed, weake 9nes pray 
with vs, malicious ones pray againſt ys, co- 
uetous ones prey vpon vs, fewe pray for vs. 
\ Weintrear for you,Co youintrear far vs;and 
that onely Mediator betwixt God and man 
plead for vs all, X 
The Complaint. Behold / come,c7c. 
This hath in it two paſlages. 
* ; Accecſſe. Behold,theſe three yeares,C5c, 
5 2. Succcſle. 1 fud none. 
Firſt,the Acceflc, 
Behold. Ecce is here a note of complaint. 
Hee that can thunder downe finne with ven- 
geance,raines on it ſhowres of complaint, Fe. 


can compell? Haber in manu potewitaw,in cor. 


after 
ro 


patience in his heart, To do Juſtice, we( 
2 fort) conſtraine him : but his del gh 
be mercifull, © "CM 
He complaines.All complain of loſt labors: 
the Sticpheard after all his vigilance, com- 
plaines of ſtragling Lambes - the Gardiner 
after all his diligence, of withering Plants : 


| the Husbaydman after all his toyle, of leanc 


Fields, 
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hold the Tree; he might ina moment have put | 
it paſt beholding, by throwing it into the in- |. 
fernall furnace, Why doth he comp lln,that |; 


de patientiam : there is power in his hah@ but |, 
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| Fields, and thin Harveſts : Merchants after 
many advenrures,ot Wrackes and Pyracies: 
[Tradeſtneri of bad debtors , and ſcareitie of 
tonies: Lawycrs complaine of few Clients, 
and Diuines of fewer Converts. Thus wee 
'complaine one of another: but. God hathjuſt 
cauſe to complaine of vs all. ___ . 

Well,if the Lord complaine of Sinne, ler 
not vs make our ſclucs merry with it. Like 
Sampſon , it may make vs ſport fora while, 
but will at laſt pull downe the houſe vpon 
our heads. The woyce of the Twrilt is (not) 
heard in our Land. Fox T witnuris, 0x gemen- 
tis, True penitepts bee more rare then Fur- 
tles, The voyce of the Sparrow wee heare, 
chirping luſt : of the Night-bird,buzzing ig- 
nOrance : the vyoyce of the Scriech-owle, 
croaking blaſphemy ; of the Popiniay, gaw- 
dy pride : the voyce of the Kite an&Cormo- 
rant, couetouſnceſle and oppreffion : theſe, 
other Birdes of that wing bee common. 
Bur, New uudita eft vox. Turiuris; who 
mGurnes for rhe finne of the time, and longs | 
tobee Freed from thetime of finne 2 It'was 
ah vnhappy ſfreRacle in 1ſ7aed, to ſee ax once, 
Lachrymantem Dominum, and ridenions popu- 
lam : a weeping Saviour, and detiding 1m- 
ners.We complaine of our croſſes and loffes, 
wee complaine of otir maladies, of our iniu- 
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ies, enemies, miferics :: the Lord,gpen pur 
be: and ſi ex gur hearts, ro ſevand feele | 
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The barren J rec: 
the cauſe of all, and to' complaine of our 
linnes. 
I come. The Lord had often ſent before, 
| [now hecame himſelte; euen by his perſonall 
| preſence, accepting our nature, The Sonne 
of God that made vs the Sonnes of men,be- 
came the Sonne of man,to make vs the Sons 
| of God, Hee came voluntarily: we come in- 
totheworld, nor by our owne wills, but by 
the will of our parents ; Chriſt came by his | 
owne will. He ceme not for his owne benefit, | 
but ours. What profit doth the Sunne re- | 
ceiue by ourlooking on him 5 Wee are the 
berrer for his light , not hee for our fight, A 
ſhower of raine that waters the carth , gets 
nothing to ic {elfs , rhe carth fares the bet- 
ter for it, He came for our frattes : theſe can- 
Palm,1s. not enrich him : Zora, our well-doing exicn- 
aeth not to thee. 4 
Neuer came ſach an Inhabitant to'our as 
Countrey,as /efss. Had God graunted men 
the libertie to beg of him what they would, 
and haue it; they durſt nor haue ſo 
bold as ro aske his onely Sonne. When the 
| King giues a free concefſioato his ſubic&;ro! 
make choiſe of his owne ute, withour deni- 
all ; he will notbee ſoimpudent as ro begehe \ 
Prince. 'Let vsenterrainehim well, wee fare 
| the berrer forhim: the profit of our redemp- 
tion bleſſeth all the reſt vntovs. Farre bee ir 
hrras.- welcome him with ſcandals, with | 
| FF. 
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blaſphcmics,and.negleR... Hee may then re- 
ply,as Ab[olon to Huſhai, 15 this thy kindues 10 
thy friend ? No, you ſay , we make much of 
him, hold him inthe higheſt regard, truſt 
him with our whole ſaluation. But knowe, 
Chriſt fares not the better forthy Faith,but 
for thy Charity. Faith is a beggerly recciuer, 
Charitic isa richgiucr. Thy Faith is a hand 
that rakes ſomething from him,to enrich thy 
ſcife : thy Charitie is a band thzt giues ſome 
thing to him, ip his diſtreſſed members. In- 
deed Chriſt is the ſubict of all rongus,buthe 
is not the obieRof all hearts, The Schoole 
diſpures of him, rhe Pulpit preacheFof bim, 


Piofcſhon talks of him. Profane mcr {weare 
by him, few loue him, few ſerve him. He is | 
cowe, let him bee made welcome , by ſerting | 
our beſt ckeere, and choycelt truites before | 
him. Whom ſhould we cntcrtaincit norgur | 
Sawour * 

Seeking. But, did not Hee know. before © 
Whatnecd hee ſecke,that bath. found 5 Hee 
that: vader ſiands our thewg hts long befare they 
are borne, cannotbe neſcious of our workes 
when they arc done., My an{were ſhall bee 
: the Lords Neartr, is a Keguirus £ hee | 


rt 
pe not ſccke. athing that is hid from hum 


ewne,Ghe. Nar a. Yenturus ſum, Yes a liztle 


: 
es 


requires a debt that is due vnto hum, | 
Seeking. This is no rare, but a Contirucd 
aQ.Ir is not Yeni, I came : Hee came ware bis 
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| Bur I rather take a definire number to be put | 


The barren RY 1 
while,and 1 will come, But Tpxpartrrer + as Re. 
wel.z,:0, Stopulſans, I ſand knocking - {o here, 
Venio querens, 1 come ſetking. Hee ſeckes conti-' 
nually : will you heare how long 2 

Theſe three yeares. Much time hath beene 
ſpent about the Interpretation of this time, 
how itis appliable to the Tewiſh Synagogue, 
to whom it was immediatly referred, I find 
no great difference among a_—_— 

onely in their tearmes. Some by the firſt | 
yeare vnderſtand the time before the Cap-| 
tiuitiez by the ſecond, their returne to Iury; 
by the laſt,the comming of Chriſt, Some by 

the firſt yeare , conceiue the Lawe giuen by 

Moſes : By the ſecond, the Propheticall at- 

teſtations : by the third, the graceof our 
Lerd Iclus. Some reſoluc it thus; the firſt 

yeare was the time of Circumcilion,from A4- 

braham to Moſes: the next,the Levitical Law 
from Moſes to Chriſt : the laſt is the yeare 
of Saluation by the Mefſias, Others vnder- 
ſtand the firſt yearerobee of the Patriarchs, 
the middleyeare of the Iudges, the third of 
che Kings. Aﬀrer all this hee was intreated to 
forbeare it a fowr1h yeare, till it was inftru- 
| Ated by the Apoſtles : and then being found 
fraitleſſe, it was cus downe by the Romances, 


— — — 


for an indefinice : three yeares is time long c- 
nough to wait for the proofe of a tree : ſuch 


a proportianablc cxpeRtation had the Lord! 


for | 
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be 
; Yea gs d fromthe ruſt and droſſe of Su- 


ſeeking our fruirs, but nor finding them an- 


fition; Theſe three yeares were the very 
three yeares of his Preaching, healing diſ- 
eaſes; caſting out Deuils, working Miracles 
before their faces, The other yeare which 
he added, was the time while the Apoſtles 
offer'd them the Goſpel of faluation. Where. 
of the refuſcrs were cut downe, the accepters 
were {aued. ; 

He hath likewiſe waited for the Church 
of Chriſtianity three yeeres ; that is, three re- 
uolations of Ages,thrice fiue hundred yeres, 
Or he hath carried che leaſure of the whole 
world three ;eares : the firſt yeare, vader nz- 
ture : the ſecond; vnder the Law: the third, 
vnder Grace: the fourth is nowa paſling, 
and who kuowes how farre it is ſpent e 

Or to apply it to our-ſelnes, theſe three 
yearer of our vilitztion, hath beene ſomany 


it, [take chis to beethe probableſt cx- | 


ſcoregof yeares. Conceiue” the formolt a 
of King Edward 6, who pur- 


perſtition, Ignorance, and Cuſſenage, which 
it .had-contrated. The Sunne beganne to 
ſhine oarinhis bright huſtre: the Lord came 


ſwerable-to his expcaarion, nor worthy of 
the glorious Goſpell : - hee drewe another 
cloud ouer our Sunne: reacting, vs bertes 
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we were ſo ſuddenly growne wanton. The 
ſecond yeare, vnder ©weene El:Faberh, of fo 
bleſſed memory : that Royall nurſe, vpon 
whoſe Boſome the Church of God leance 
ro take her reſt. Shee did againe vindicatc 
this Vineyard, which had 1o long lyen a- 
mong Fryars and Monkes, that it had all- 
molt quite forgotrenthc language of Cana- 
an + Sheetarght irancw to ſpeake the Dia- 
letof the Holy Ghoſt, When'that Graci- 
ous Queene was taken from a Crowr(c of 
gold roa Diadcm of glory, then began our 
third yeare ; wherein Gur prelent Soucraignc 
was ſent ; Digniſommus Regno, [i non natns ad 
Regnum : vnder whom we know not, whe. 
ther our Truth or Peace bee more. Onely ler 
vs bleſſe him, and blefle God for him, that 
we may all be bleſſed in him, Thus farre we 
may ſay of our Land,as Sy{u/45 did of Khodes, 
Semper im Solc ita eff - the bright reficion 
of the Goſpell compaſſcth vs round abour. 
Now he comes this third yeate ſeeking our 
fruitcs : which when we conſider, wce can 


ſay no more but Miſerere Deus; Lord bee 


mercifull roys : for neuer were ſuch bleſ(- 
ſings requited with ſuch vnthankefulneſle. 
We condcmne the Iewes for abufing Chrifts 
patience : God grant they riſc not vp atthe 
laſt day ro condemne vs; 


He comes toa particular man hree yeeres. | 


1, InYouth , 1 bauc- planted thee in my 
- "Fp3-. .- Vae- 
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| Vineyard, giueh thee the influence of my 
| mercies; where is thy fruitfulneſle £ Alas, 
| the young man ſends him away, with a Non- 
| dum tempus ficerum : it istooearely for me 
'to fall ro Morrtificationz would you put me 
to pennance, before I hauc had the leaſure 
and pleaſureto offend s He is _ ro ſend 
Chriſt away in the Language of that foule 
Spirit ; C4rt thow come ts torment mee be- 
fore my time? Burt whole charge is it to 
Remember thy Creator, Dicbus Innentutis ? 


Thenthe conqueſt is moſt glorious, becauſe 
| then it is moſt difficule,” Youlay, Iris never ' 
£00 late; but I am ſure, Ir is never :00 {oone, | 


to be gracious and holy, The Devill isa falſe 


| Sexton, and ſers backe the clocke of Time in 


proſperitic : in the day of trouble, hee will 


make it run faſt enough. 2. In middle age ; 


and now the buying of Farmc<s,and irying of 


for poſteritic. take vp all the roomes of the 
ſoule. Mcn rather bufie themaſelues to ga- 
{cher the fruites of earth, then ro yeeld the 

fruires ofheauen. Heere is ſtrength of na- 
ture, and fulneſſe of ſtature ; but ſtilla defeR 


fairepromiſcs, of fruits hcereafrer : Let mee 


| firſt go bury my Father, then, Bur (a thouſand 
| to one) be fn 


ds ſomething i» Dome, left by 


[his father, that keepes him.s Dowins, from 


| following his — To prevent this, it is 
2 


his 


| Beaſts ,the pleaſures of Matrimony,the cares | 


of grace. Perhaps, Chriſt hath now ſome | 
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his caution to the — ſeruage 3 Fe 
thine owne people, and thy fathers houſe : 

= forgoe 1 forget thy fathers __ 
then thy Makers ſeruice. 3. In old age e 
now the decay of body ſhould argue a decay 
of finne. The taſte finds no reliſh in ryor,the; 
eares cannot diſtinguiſh Muſicke,the cies are 
dimme to pleaſing obieQs,very D eſire farles. | 
now all things promiſe mortification, Hee 
that cannot ſtirre abroad in theworld, what: 
ſhould he doc but recollect himſelfe, and ſer | 
tle his thoughts on the world ro come?! 


Orre—___ ——_ ———_ 


[then ger vp moſt commodities into =_ 


Now fruites,orneucr. Not yet : Morolſitie,] 
Pride, and Auarice, arc the three diſeaſes of 
olde age : men couer moſt, when =_ haue 
time to ſpend leaſt : as cheating Tradeſmen 


' hands, whenthey meaneto breake. Still he 
comes ſecking fruite, and is retnrned with # 
| Non Innemtas. 

If yet it weare but as the Prophersſ6zmeto] ,” 
Hezthiah, T his yeare yee ſhall eate ſuch as grow-| 
eth of it ſelfe : and the ſecond yeare ſuch ſpring. 
eth of the ſame : and inthe third yeare yeeſhs 
| ſowe and reape, cc. the third ycare might at- 
ford him ſomewhat. But doth hee forbearc 
\all rrees thus long © No, ſome are ſhatch'o 
away in the flower and pride of their life : 
yea, they bee nor fewe, that will not allow | 
themſclues to live ; but with ryot and intem- 
perance haſten their awne endes, before they 
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ce well bc 
bad Schollers, that ſlubber out their bookes 
before they haue learned their leſſons. That 
inſtead of, Non eft fruttus, wee may lay, Now 
eſt ficws, the tree it ſelfe is gone. And that 

oodly perſon, which likea faire ſhiphath 
[—_ ong a building: and was bur yeſlendey 
put to ſea, is today ſunke in the Maine, We 
doe not eatce,drinke,and fleepe,and rake ſuch 
| refeRions of nature, vt now moriamar, that 
; wee might not dic, that is impoſſible : bur 
| that wee ſhould not dye barren, but beare 
| ſome fruits vp with vs to him: that made the 
Tree. 

Stekiwg. It is fit wee ſhould offer our fruirs 
to God, and not put him to ſceke for his 
owne. We ſhould be like thoſe ripe-fes,that 
fall into the month of the eater. The bet li- 
= are they that drop fromrheir cells, of 
t 


dppoynt the Lord when he ſtekes. ' 
ow this Fig.tree, It is fit, that hee that 
| plants a Vineyard, ſhould raſte ofthe Wine : 
d reaſon, his owne tree ſhould yerkd him 
fruire, conſidering what hee hath done 

fot.it he may well challenge it. 

1 He hath planted vs : wee ſpringnot vp 

naturally ; as-the Oake | er from-an A- 


orlcarned what life is; like | 


Ir owne accord, withour pr - The; 
moſt acceptable of all oblations, be the Free-| 
— Howlſocuer, let vs bee ſure nor! 
to di 


 corne,the Peach from a :bur a gracious 
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diligence, forvaarded with the beames of 


hand hath ſet vs. We are not porne of fleſh, nor | 
of the will of blood,or of man,but ofGod, * 

2. Hee hath planted vs in his Vineyard 
within the encloſed Garden of the Church. 
Had heleft vs to the varegarded wildernes, 
without any Dreſſer ro looke rovs, there 
might haue been tomeexcule of our barren- 
neſſe, The ground thar is left to irſelfe, is! 
(in a manner)blamelefſe, rhough it be fruit-| 
lefle. But #7 /;neaſaus, which he hath fenced | 
in with his providence, blefled with his ſa- 
uing influence, husbanded with his Dreſſers | 


mercy, and ſhowres more precious then the 
deawes of Hermon that fell ypon the hill of Sion. 
Where wee participate the fatnefle of the 
ground, are fed with vnperiſhing Manns, 
compaſled about with Songs of deliuerance, 
and hauc ſcene onr deſires pos (his and) eur 
enemies, Where Righteouſnefle is our walls, 
and Peace our bulwarkes, and the wayesbce 
milke where we ſer our fecr. 

3 Wee are Figtrees : not brambles, no 
man expects Grapes from thornes. NorOkes 
or Cedars, to be a dwelling for the Storkes: 
Bac F:gtrees, apt for fruit, for pleaſant fruit, 
If the reſt be fruitleſſe, they ſerue for other 


ren Fretree ? 


ſeckes. but his.owne.. Ifour owne Kine giue/ 


; VS 
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purpoſes: but.what ſhall becomeof the bar-} 
4. Hee is onr Lord, and Querit ſaww, he |, 


? 


of his gardcn-trece: wererhere not a tree lefr, 
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vs ro rilke; Mr owne ſheepe afford vsno 
wooll,our owne land returne vs no cncreaſe, 
weared.ſpleafed : whereas theſe be reaſon- | 
leſlecreatures,but we haue tenſe above com- 
mon nature, reaſon aboucſenſe, grace abone 
reaſon: We arc bur rer.nants of theſe, Chriſt | 
is Lord of ys: ovur (innes bring the curſe of 
barrennefſſe ypon them, but there is no faulr 
in God, if we be ynfruirtull. 

5: He comes ſeeking - not threatnivg, ra- 
ging, wounding, not felling downe the tree, 
nor ſtocking it vp by the rootes ; bur ſeeking. 
Dignainr expettare ſrucins, cut licet eradicare 
Infructuoſos, Man is a loſer by the barreneſle 


God is neuer the poorer, | | 


Now hy alt theſe together : a Zord that 
owes vs, weeare his trees : to come into his 
Vineyard, where he may be confident z wee 
liue on his ground : tolooke vpon a Figeree, 
niade of an apt diſpoſition ro good truit 
ſuch a one as himſclfe hath p/anted, nor ca- 
ſually grownvp: a tree nor neg/etted, bur 
whereon hee hath beſtowed grear care 
and coſt ; wayting, not deſtroying : whar 
cah we plead for it, if it be fruitleſle ? God is 
our Lord and Proprietary, England is his 
Vineyard, cuery one of vs his Fig-tree, rhus 


ercy - Hee comes to vs with patience, that 


planted, watered, blefled by his gracious |. 


uld run to hins with penitence : ſeeking 
46; K. : I our 
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The barren Tree. - KL 

our fruices, that ſhould make tender of them 

| vnſought; waiting, that might command : 
now, feare, obedience, and thankefulneſle, 

keepe vs from ſending him backe with a 
N_ invents, I finde none, 

Fruit, This is that inſeparablecffeR that 
God expedt from cuery Tree planted in his 
Garden, We are married 8 Chrift : to what 
ende * That we ſhould bring forth fraits vw- 
to God, Hee ſcekes not for leaucs, buds, or 
bloſſomes, but fr##res, Could leaues content 
him, wee would not leauc him vnſatisfied : 
he ſhould haue an Arbour large enough to 
reach to the Worlds ende. Our tongues runne 
apace, not ſcldome faſter then our wittes, 
Wee are Gods debters, and if hee will take 
our words, fo : that's all hee is like to haue, 
Might buds pleaſe him, or bloſſomes : wee 
hauc intentions to good, certaine offers and 
ſhewes of obedience : which we weare like 
a cloake, or ſome looſe garment, that when 
Luſt calls, wee may quickly flip off, "But 
when he ſeckes for workes, all our Conſo- 
nants be turned into Mutes, we are feach- 

but 
| 


lefe. O would he aske vs for any thi 
fractes : but what ſhould be expected 
the Figtree, but Figges ? 

Of cuery ſoulec here hee ſcekes for fractes. 
Of the Magiſtrate, ' that he bring foorth the 
fraites of Tuſtice z determining cauſes with 
fincericic of-decifion, and conuenicace of | . 
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| BN The barren 
| expedition : being ſo far as <quitie permits,3 
husband to the widdow, and a father tothe 
fatherlefſe. Of rhe Miniſter, that hee bring i 
forth the fruits of knowledge. MHaroxs Rod | 
was his Paſtorall ſtaffe : in one andtheſame | 
night it brought forth buds , and bloſſomes, 
and fruit, Fruitfulneſle isthe beſt argument 
' that God hath called ys : there is not a plant 
of his ſetting , bur the very branches there. 
of ſhall flouriſh, I doe nor ſay, our paynes 
| ſhall alwayes conuert many Soules, that is 
; Gods fruite, not ours : Hee chargeth vs to 
bee induſtrious in Preaching, fet Himſelfe a- 
lone with the worke of ſaving. Of the pri- 
| uate man, he expeRts the fr wit of his calling: 
to hee idlc, is tobeebarren of good, andro 
bee barren of good, isro bee pregnant of all | 
euill, Bella gerant aly, Proteſilans edit . but lct 
vsthirarccalledto worke, worke in our cal- 
ling; otherwiſe at laſt, wee ſhall make bura 
ſorry anfwere to that Queſtion, Yb: frudtus ? 
Letvs all produce the fruits of Charity: rich 
men doe turnes to themſclues , as they 
play at Tenmniſſe, toſſing the Ball ro him 
thar will toflc ir ro them againe : ſeldome 
tothe poore , forthey are nor able to bandy 
itbacke. Pride cuts, and Ryot ſhuffles,but 
betwixtthem both, they deale rhe poore but 
2 bad game.. The freite of Chriſtianitie is 
Mercie ; when the rich , like full cares of 
Corne , humble themſeluces ro the poore' 
by E earth | 
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ſeams both in ſucking vp that poyſon of the 
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ledge. Of ſtones they make yron, rubbiſh 


The barren Trees 


earth in Charitic. Feed him, that feeds out 
giue him part of your Tcmporalls, from 
whom you expe Erernalls: you cloathe 
Chriſt with your blackcs on carth,, hee will 
clothe you with his glorious whites in hea-| 
uen. Our mercie to others, is the Fruiteof 
Gods mercy to vs. | 
Fraite, Nothing is create:.' for it ſclfe, but 
ſo placed by the moſt wiſe prouidence , that | 
it may conferre ſomething to the publique | 
good ; thongh it be but as the Widowes 1wo' 
Mites to the Treaſurie, The pooreſt crea- 
ture yeelds ſome Fru:t , wherein it doth imi- | 
tate the goodnceſſe of the Maker, We know 
not readily , what good Serpents and Ver- 
mine may doe yet certainly,thry haue their 


carth,which would be contagious to man; in 
ſetting off the beautic of the better picces of 
creation : (tor though the ſame hard made 
both the Angels in heauen, and the wormes 
on earth; yet the Angels appeare the more 

lorious being ſo compared ) beſides their 
bidden vertues abſtrated from our know- 


ſerues to raiſe Bulwarks,the ſmall pebble for 
the ſling, wormes and flyes are bayrs for Fi- 
ſhes : cuery thing is cnabled with ſome gifr 
for the vnniuerſall bencfir, and to produce 
thoſe fr»:ts is their naturall worke. 
The Sunne comes foorth of his _ 
ike | 


— 


like a Bridegrome,treth and liuely; and re- 
ioyceth as a Gyant, to runne his diumall 
courſe , ro lighten vs with his refulgent 
beames , to generate, cheere, and'maru 

things with fs patentall heate : rhis is his 
freite, In his abſence the Moone and Starres 
adorne the Canopie of Heauen , reflecting 
their opcratiue influence to Quicken the lo- 
wer world : this is their fruites. The curled 
cloudes, thoſe bottles of raine, thinne as the 
liquour they containe, fiye vp and downe 
onthe wings of the winde, deliuering their 
moyſt burdens vpon the earth , treats where- 
on the hungry ficlds and paſtures doe ſucke; 
yet they expeR no harueſt from vs : this is 
their fraites. The ſubtill winds come puffing 
out of their cauernes, to make artificiall mo- 
tions, wholeſome ayres, and nauigable ſeas; 
yet neither carth, ayre, nor ſea returne them 
recompence : this is their jruirs, The earth, 
in a thankefoll imitation of the Heauens , 
lockes nor vp her treaſures within her owne 
Coffers, but without reſpe of her private 
benetit,is liberall of her allowance, yeclding 
her fatnefle and riches to innumerable crea- 
tures, that hang on her breaſts, and depend 
ypon her astheir common morher for main- 
tenance: Of the beaſts that feed ypon her, 
Kine giue vs their milke, Sheepe their wooll: 
euery one payes a tribute to man, their vſu- 
fructuary Lord : this is thcir freites. Fruit. 
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bearing Trees ſpend nor all Ter tes: 
moiſture vpon themſclues,ortheincreaſe of 
their owne magnitudes : but the principal! 
and purer part of it is concocted into ſome 
pleaſant Fruites ; whereof they nor their 
young Springs cuer come totaſte; but they 
poffer it vs, and whenitis ripe, they vo 
luntarily let it fall at their Maſters feete. 
Neuer did the Olive annoynt it ſelfe with 
the owne Oyle, nor the Vine make it (clfe 
drunke with the owne Grapes, nor the 
Tree in my Text, deuoure the owne 
Fieges : yer they all ſtrive roabound with 
Fruites, 

Let me raiſe your Meditations from earth 
to heauen : the holy Angels there arc called 
Miniſlring Spirits : thoſe royall Armies fight 
for vs againſt our enemies : like Nurſes,they 
beare vs vp intheir armes, and ( though vn 
(cenc) doe glorious Offices for vs: this is 
part of their /r#it. The bleſſed Trinitic is 
alwayes working : Hitherro my Father wor- 
keth, and 1 worke, The Father by his pro- 
uidence and protection, the Sonpe by his 
mercy and mediation, the Holy Ghoſt by 
his grace and ſanGiification : alldiuidingthe 
ſtreamcs of their goodneſle , for the belt be- 
hoofe of the world, The more any thing 
furthers the common good, the mere noble 
is the Nature, and more reſcmbling the 
Creator. 
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| | The Earth is fruitfull, the Sea, the Ayre, 
| che Heauens are fruitfull ; and ſhall nor man 
| | bring foorth freites, for whom all theſe are 
fruitfull 2 While all the Armies of Heauen 
and Eaith are buſied in fruQifying ; ſhall 
Man, of more ſingular graces and faculties, 
be idle, a burden to the world and himſelfe 2 
Both the'Church of God for the propaga. 
tion of pictic, and the world ir ſclte for the 
ypholding of his cſtate, requires our Fraites, 
It Happineſle conſiſted in doing nothing , 
God that meant Adam ſo happy,would ne- 
ver haue ſet him about buſincſle : but as Pa- 
radiſe was his Store-houſe, ſoalſo his work. 
houte : his pleaſure was his taske, There is 
no ſtate of manthat can priuiledgea folded 
hand : Our life is, Fits palueris, von puluind- 
ris. Landes, Meanes, and Moneyes , men 
make the proteRions of Idlenefſſe : where- 
as Adam commaunded the whole earth, yet 
worke cxpeed him, In Paradiſe all things 
did labour for man,now man muſt labour tor 
all things. 4dom did worke becauſe he was 
happy , wee his children muſt worke , that 
wee may bee happy. Heauen is for joyes, 
Hell for paines,Earth for labour. God hath 
three houſes ; this is his Worke-houſe, that 
bove is his Ware-bouſe, O then let vs bee 
fruitfull, that others bencfit may bee ours, 
our benefit theirs ; andthe glory of all, the 
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The barxew 


| Plalm.s 1, 


2 Kings 5.26 


Luke 11.7, | 
Wo 


of Iuſtice, Miniſters the ſrairs of knowledge, 


priuate menthe f74its of Charitic and Obe- 
dience; it is as vnnaturall,, as if the Sunne 
ſhould forget to ſhine, or the carthto fruRi- 


fie. God made all theſe for man, hee made} 


man for himſclfe : of vs he lookes for Frazt, 
of ys let him finde it, from vs accept it, in vs 
increaſe it,and to vs reward it, through Him, 
in whome alone wee expect mercic, Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


The Succeſſe followes, Now tmnenio, 

We haue brought the Lord into his Yine- 
yard, heard him calling for the Dreſſer, ſhews 
ing him a Tree, telling him of a three yeares 
expeQation : now, lit afterall this we inquire 
for the cucnt;himſclfe ccrtifies vs, ivy wyirxe, 
1 finde none. 

None? Peraduenture he came before the 
ſeaſon; Nondum tempns erat Ficorum, When 
ſhauld a Tree bring forth fruits,bur 7 empore 
ſ#o? This-is the _ of the good Tre, 
that it bri»egs foorth the fruit in due ſeaſon, ]f 
the Figge-tree could haue obieted to the 
Owner, as El/ſha to his ſeruant ; Hoccine tem- 
pus ; 15 thisa time to plant Vineyards,or gather 
frair? Or as the-man replyed to his neigh- 
bour, that came to borrowe loaues at mid- 
night ; 1s this a time to lend Bread, when my 
ſelf and family are inbed * The Spring 1s 
the ſcaſon of frufifying, the Autumne of 
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| Birds is come, Then the Figtree puts foorth 
greene Figges, But Cum ferments per fundatur 
| puluis , when the duſt is leauened with mzre , 
and the bands of 0r:0m have lock'd vpthe in- 
fluence of Heauen, Who ſeeks fruit in Win- 
ter; hee muſt be content with Winter frut, 
There is the Winter of an afflited Conſci- 
ence; no maruell rhen if neither ripe Figges, 
nor {o mach as greene leaues appeare : when 
all the Sappe is retyred tothe Roote, as in 
extreame cold the bloud runnes tothe heart 
to ſuccour it. When the Babylonians re- 
quired of their captive liraclites ſome He. 
brewe Songs, they could ſoone anſwere, 
How fball wee ſing the Lordes Song in a ſtrange 
Land? Isthisa time or place to be merry 7 
But did the Lord come out of ſeaſon 7 No, 
hee required it not the firſt day ,. or mo 
neth, but wayted the full time, expeRing 
fruit in the Autumne or Vintage ſeaſon. New 
ante termpas querit , qui per trienumum Venit, 
Hee came not with a Tricnniall Viſitation. 
as Epiſcopall Fathers vſe to vilite , once. in 
three yeeres, but cuery yeare, eucry.moneth 
inthe yeare,weeke of the moneth,day of the 
weeke, Of another Figee-:ree it is ſaid, that 
T he time of Figges was not yes , yet hee curſed 
it: Heere the time was three yeares paſt 
withour fruit, yet he-curſed itnor, But looke 
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to it; If thou wilt n6r frutifie 7 empore ts, 
- thou 
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thou ſhile be cur down 2empor? nontwo, periſh 
before thy time, There isnot aday inthe yeare, } 
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wherein hee forbcares ſeeking our fifty yer| 
Ven'0,n0n inuenio; 1 find none. 

None? Nunquid quia male queſtuit Domi- 
ws? Was there any crrovur In his ſearch 
Men often ſeeke Bona,g00d things, now bexe, 
10t in a good manner. Either they faile in 
cheir Quando, as oſeph ſought Chriſt afrer 
a dayes rowrney , whereas hee is t00 precious 
to bee miſſed one houre : They ſhall ſceke thee 
T empere imvemend:,when thow mayeſt be found. 
Or intheright Y&;: as Mary ſought her Son 
in Cornatione Carnis , among her kinred; who 
was 1 Doms Patris, inthe Temple. So the 
Papiſts ſeeke now? him in Pictures, who pro- 
miſed to bee found in the Scriptures. Or in 
their Swomeds, as they that ſceke alind proyl- 
lo,aliud pre ills, another inſtead of him , an- 
other beſides him , another with him, ano- 
ther before him , which they doc not ſceke 
for him. All rheſc ſecke and miſſe, becauſe 
they ſeeke amiſſe, The world is commonly 


miſtaken in their ſearch : ©#erunt bona laces 
new ſuis , they ſecke for things out of their 
proper orbes, Men fceke Honour in Pride, 
whereas Honour is to bee fonnd in Humi- 


; alas, char is ro bee found in Patience : 


It es od xe of 4 man fo paſſe by an offence, 
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litie. They ſecke reputation in bloodie re-| 


They ſecke content in Riches, which is as if 
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one hoold ſeekefor freſh water in the midſt 
ofthe Sea. Bur in nene of theſe cireumſtan- 
| ces did this Seeker faile : not in the Fbz, for 
| he ſought in the Vineyard: not in the;#ew- 
|ts,fo forhe camein the Vintage : not in the 
PBnomeds, for he ſought fruit on that Figrree, 
jar which hee bad bene at {vo great char- 

' ges; yet 7 finde none. 
None ? Haply not ſo thicke with fruites 
f Enged; : every Land is nota 


Bur yerſome competent meaſure, enough 
to pay the Land-lord rent for che ground 
' it ſtands on , no, Nore. If there bee none 
to ſpare, whereofthe owner may make mo- 
ney; yet, Sufficiat 44 vſum ſuum, ad eſurs 
| ſuurs,, that hee may cate the labours of his 
owne hands ; no, Nowe, If the number bee 
not 4s the Send, yer ler there bee a Remnant. 

If there cannot bee a whole harueſt, yer let 
there beea Tenth. If not a Tenth, yet let 
there bee ſome glcanings ; and thar is a 
woeful! ſcarcirie- if rhe gleanings bee not 
aMowed, yer let there bee heere and = 
a e, a Grape, a Berry, on the %utme 

«Fig, cherths Plirter may hauvea taſte- 

Jr is too defeRiue , when Non forebre fiews, 


Hab 
the Tree doth- not flouriſh - but- Quands 


non eit V uain vitibus, non '”y in fienlneis - 
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miſerable ſterilitie. Sonic thing hath ſome 
ſauour, but Noxe is good for nothing, In- 
deedeall Trees arenot cqually loaden: there 
isthe mcaſure of a hyndrcd, of fixtic, of 
thirtic ; an Omer, and an Fphah : but the! 
Sacred deawcs of Heauen, the graces of the | 
Gofpcll, bleſſe vs trom haui ing None, 1 finds 
none. 

None ? Peraduenture none ſuch. as hee 
lookes for , no Fruites delicate enough” fas | 
the Almightics:aſte. Indeed, our be fruirs 
are neuer perfect and kindly ripened ; ill | 
they relliſh ſowre and carthly , and ſauour 
of the Stocke from which they were taken. | 
They arc heauenly Plants, but growe in a | 
foraigneand colde Climate, not well con- | 
coQed , nor worthy the charges and Care | 
beſtowed vpon vs.. Set Orenge or Figge- 
rrecs in this our cold Countrey, the fruig 
will not quit the colt of the planting and 
maintaining. Butthe complaint is-not here 
of the imperfeRion or paucitie of fruites, 
bur of the nullitic ; Noxe,, Some reading 
that Text with idle « eyes z-thar aker all ous 
fruites ; weeare ſtill vnprofirable Trees : be» 
cauſe they can finde no validitie of merite 
in their workes, throwe the Plovgh-in the 
hedge ,. and make holyday.. But ſhall nog 
the Scxuanc doe his Maſters bulineſſe; be- 
cauſe hee canngt carne his! Maſters Inheri» 
__ £.5 [ Ids oy, wt ne 
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with my Soucraigne in his Kingdeme, or 
I will not lay a ſtone in his building? Yet 
good fruits haue their reward ; thoughnot 
by the merir of the doer, yer by the mercy 
of the accepter. Sowre they bee of them. 
ſclues, bur in Chriſt they have their fweer- 
ning : .and the meaneſt fruite, which that 
great Angell of the Conenam {hall preſent.co 
his Father, with the addition of his owne 
precious Incenſe, are both receiued and rewar- 
ded, Inthcir owne nature they may bee cor- 
rupt ; butbeing dyed inthe bloudof Chriſt, 
they are made plcaling ro God, Yea, alſo 
profitable to the Church,and vietull romen, 
ſeeme they neuer ſopoore, Euen a troubled 
Spring doth often quench a diſtrefied Soul- 
diersthirſt: a ſmal Candle doth good, where 
the greater Lights bee abſent : and the mea- 
neſt fruite ef holy Charity, cucn a cuppe 
(though irbenot of the iuyce of the grapes 
our ofthe Vineyard, but) of cold water out 
of rhe tankard, in the name of Chriſt, ſhall 


haue the recompence. Bur heere the com- 
plaint is nor of the meannes,or fewneſle, bur | 
of the Barenneſſe ; None at all. | 
Nane ? Emery T ree 6s knowne by the fruits, it | 
is Chriſts cuerlaſting rule. Howlocuer the | 
xreetiges by the ſappe, andnor by the fruits:/ 
yerirs knowneto hue bythe fruits, and nor 
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6bic faith. Neither doth the fruit make good 
the tree, but the tree makes good the fruit, 
Opers bona non faciunt iuſiums, Inſins fecit bona 
pers. Good works make not a man righte- | 
ous, but the righteous man doth good works. 
Our perſons are tuſtified before our actions ; 
as of necelsitic the tree muſt be good, betore 
it can beare good fruit. But how ſhall that 
tree be diſcerned, that hath no fruit £ 7 finde 
MoOBe. 

None? Whythistovs? Why fucha Text 
inſuchatime © Wee abound with fruites : 
which way can you looke, and not haue your 
eye full of our workes © They before, in 
ſuch places, haue ſucceſsively commended 

our fruits. Bee it ſo - yet Euripides being 
queſtion'd why he alwaies made women bad 
in his Playes, whereas Sophocles eucr made 
chem good,in his: anſwered, Sophocles makes 
chem ſuch as they ought to bee, but I make 
them ſuchas indeed they are. Their former 
commendation hauetold ys what we ſhould 
be; burthis Embleme, I feare, telsvs truely 
what wee are. Nat all of vs; God forbid : 
here is but one Fig-tree ina whole Vineyard 
thus raged, and tarre be it from vs to taxe a 
whole Vineyard for one barren Fig-tree. 

None? Yes, enough of ſome fruites, but 
.the Propher calls them Ficos velde maior, ſo 
bad that they cannot be eaten. As the fraite of | 
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knowne to live by his works, not by his invi- 
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- Tbe barren Tree. 


Te Vine is commended for cine the 
,|fruirof the Oliue for Fatneſſe, lothe fruitof 
the Fig-tree for Sweerneſſe ; in lothams Para- 
ble. But if it beare not Frudtum natiuitatis 
ſas, the fruit of the,owne kinde, bur bitter 
| hgges; here had better be none ar all. What 
an vacomfortable {ightis thisto Him,whoſe 
heart is ſer on his Orchard , after the coſt of 
ſo deare bloud to purchalcir, afrer ſuch in- 
dulgent care to chceriſh it, and the charges 
of ſo many workemento dreſſeir; yea, at- 
rer ſo much paricnce to expect ir (fay the 
Fig-tree docs not beare ſ@ ſoone as it is plan- 
a | ; lnour infancie we can doe nothing, in 
our minoritie we will doelittle, in Gads fer- 
uice : butnow it is growne fruQifable ) 7am 
won guſtare frutius, not to haue ſo much as a 
taſte Yea, were this all ; did barrenneſſe 
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onely vſurpe ir: but there is worſe then a 
meere orbitie or abſcnce of goodnefle;a po- 
fifion of bitter fruits : Pue/1#1 Y was, invenio 
Labraſcas:] find wild —— urient fruits, 
Inſtead of the hearty eftefts, which Wine 
produceth, I am an{wered with the melan- 
choly prevarications of malice. 


; 


Behold the wonder and ſpectacle of vn- 
chankefulneſſe ; amongall Gods Creatures, 
Man, and among menthe barren Chriſtian. 
T ne Iſrael play the Harlos, yet let not Tndab 
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den of Edes yeelds ſuch truircs * The ſweer 
fruit of rhe Spirituall Fig-tree is mercie : our 
Gadis the God of Louec, our Sauiour is the 
Prince of Louc, the Church is knit together 
in Loue : our Rooteis Loue, our Sappe is 
Love, our Ligamentrs Loue : now it we ſhall 
ſucke the bloud one of another, violate the 
relazions of peace, concod all our moyſture 
into malice ; here is worſe then, Invenio (ra- 
Gum nullam, 1 finde none : for Invenio fru- 
fam malum, 1 finde curicd fruits, Wee are 
growne vnnaturall ; the hand ſcratcheth the 
eye, the mouth bireth chehand : thornes 
and bryers entwine and embrace one ano- 
ther, while (againſt all nature) Fig-rrees de» 
nourc one another, Lord, thou 4idff ſow good 
ſeed intby ficla , whence thea bath it T ares *? 
Here is more fruit then God would haue; 
but for thathe expeRs, 1 finde none. 

When wee are filled with his bleſsings, 
Chriſt lookes for our prayſes, when wee 
haue eaten and are fat, that wee ſhould wore 
ſhip kim. What fruit finds he 2 We ſit dowwe 
to cat and ariuke, and riſe vp toplay : for pray- 
ing, playing. Whcn weeare {courged, hee 
looks for our humiliation and penance; Swre, 
in their aff/:ction they will ſeeke me. What fruit 
finds hee * Lord, thou haſt ſmitten them, bat 
they haze not ſorrawed,, an infenlible deſperat. 
neſle. In thiscaſelet vs pray ; Lord, leſſc-of 
and.more of, chem wee 
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ſhould hauc. 1=/tead of righteonſueſſe, 4 erye: 
acry indeed; 2 roaring cry of theoppreſlors, 
and a mourning cry of the oppreſſed. He 
non ſunt placide ſuſcipienda ſins, 
Our Bells ring, our Chimaeis ſmoake,our 
tieldsrezjoyce,ourChildren dance,our felus 
ſing and play ; louis omnie pena. But when 
Righteouſneſſe, hath ſowne, and comes to 
reape; here is no harveſt , #%% iveſore, 7 finde 
none. And as there was neuer lefle wiſdome 
in Greece, then in time of the Seven Wiſe 
men -* ſoncuer lefſe pietieamong vs, then 
now, when vpon good cauſe moſt is expe- 
Red, When the Sunne is brighteſt the Stars 
be darkeſt : ſo thecleerer our light, the more 
gloomy our life with the deeds of darkenes, 
The Cimerians, that live ina perpetuall miſt, 
though they deny a Sunne, are not condem- 
ned of impierie, but of: ignorance : but Ans- 
xogeras,that ſaw the Sunne,and yet denied it, 
is not condemned of ignorance, but of impt- 


| 


ded, bur freirfull . theprelent, like Rachel, 
faire, but barres. We giueſuch acclamation 
ro'the Goſpell, that we quite forget to ob- 


raall, the Bells are rung in all ſteeples, bur 


1gor, but no-mazy 


 varun'd confuſion and- 
i Sointhis:yni.: 
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etig. Former times were like Leah, bleare- | 


ſerue the Law. As vpon ſome ſolemne Feſti- | 
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The bartth Te. 
Which indeed reioyceth our hearts, had we 
che grace of ſober vſage) the Clocksthartel 
vs how thetime paſſes ; Truth and Conſci- 
ence,that ſhew the bounded vſe, and decent 
forme of things, are ryedvp, and cannorbe 
heard. Still Fratium now inuenio, 1 finde no 
fruits, Tam ſorry ro pafſe the Figrreein this 
plight : bur asT findeir, foImuſtleaueir, 
tillthe Lord mend it. SoI cometo 


The Sentence, Ct it downe. 
A hcauy doome ! Alas, will nothing fe 
expiate the fault ? May not the lopping off 
ſome ſuperfluirties recouer it? Take from 
the Sinner, the obieR of his vicious error : 
deface che Harlots beaurie, that bewitcheth 
the Laſciuious : pull the cuppe from the 
mouth of the Drunkard : Nauſeare the 
ſtomach ofthe Ryotous r ftrip ones a 
iay of her pyed Feathers : ruſt the Gold,va- 
niſh the riches of the Conerous :' rake away 
Macah's gods, perhaps he will make himnd 
more. It this will not doe, cut off ome of 
chearmes & branches : weaken his ſtrength, 
ficken his body, lay him groaning and blee- 
ding on the bed of ſufferance: priue his 
heart-ſtrings with the ſenſe and ſorrow of! 
{his finnes:any thing ratherthen Ca: it Hows: 
alas no fruit can grow on it then, but ſadde. 
Mpaire, A mans e is foule, or a licrl& de-, 
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There is hope of « Treethough the reote waxe 
#/dein the earth, 2nd the flock die inthe ground, | ** 148 
| yer the ſprings of wazey may pur new hfe into ; 
| it: buronce cut downe, all hope is curdown by 
wich it. Whena man hath cakendelight in a 

| Tree, conueniently planted in his garden 
| what varietic of experiments will he vſe, be. 
fore he cuts is downe ? Alas, thus poore filly 
men, we reaſon : we meaſure things that be 
vameaſurable, by things that be meaſurable, 
by things that he miſerable. What wee ina 
| fooliſh pitty would doc, werthinke Godin | 
| his mercifull wiſdome ſhould doe. Yer | | 
which of vs weld endure a dead Treethree | 
yeeres together in his Orchard £ We would 
fay, If it will not beare fruit, ro cheere vs; it 
ſhall make 2 firero warme vs. But the Lord 
hath bene fixe andthirtie Moones graciousin 
| his forbcarance, giue him now leaue to bee 
ivitin his vengeance. {lo much indulgence 
cannot recouer it, there is little hope of it : 
Cut it downe. 

Cut it downe. Who muſt doe this £ The 3. 
dreſſer. Anvnpleaſing office to him, that hath 
| beſtowed ſo much labour vpon it, eſteemed 
it ſo precious, hoped for ſome reward at his 
| Maſters hand for his diligence abour it; now | | 
to giue the farall blow, to Cur is Jowne ? And 
ific muſt fall, Ict it be Mans aliens, non ſie, 
ler anothers hand docit. Hager will notbe-| 
| | hold herdying ow zdychemuſt, ſhe was 

per-| 
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as $2 The barren Ties. 
7% at Perſwaded ; Modo new videam, Tet me not ſee 
=> the death of the Childe. Bur hee muſt 
Arif. hae was Cul: oris, fed Patris famlias : thi 


Tree is not the Dreſſers, but the Lords; 
his owne is at his owne diſpoſing : Cutz 
downe . | 
Cut it downe.But how? How canthe Mi- by 
niſter be ſaid ro cit downee barren ſoule £ 
Some may cenceme here a reference to Ex»! 
communication : Wherher the Greater , 
which deprives a 'man of all'benefit by the 
Churches pnblike Prayers, and the Socierit 
1 Cor.s, of Chriſtians. Which St, Pawi calls, Tradere 
Satane, to deliner 1118 Satan : fo himfſelfe Exc» 
1 Tim,:.:o, | communicarcd Hymences and Alexander, ae- 
lmering them nto Satan: a mitcrable condi- 
tion,tobe ſubicRed to 2 Maue, tea dope, *! 
drudge; but then efpecially fearefull, 
God prants vnto Satan a Writ or faculrie;/ 
Proexcommmunicats capiende. The ighominy 
of ignominy;" beſides the perill + For as 
Chriſt prore&eth all the Trees in bis Vine: 
yard; fo iF any be tranſplanted tothe wilde 
defart, they are-vuder the godofthis world. 
Orthe Zeſſe;, whichis indeed, noother pro-! 
perly, then an-AR ofthe Churches Di{c1- 
pline, whereby ſhecorre&s her vnruly chil. 
* that ſmarting with the abſence of | 
wonted comforts, they may be humbled by] 4. 
repentance, and-fo recoucr their priftine by. 
ſtate, This cenſuremay bee exther roo cruell, 
—_ or 
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hath loſt his. horſe, he may have an Excom- 
munication againſt hian that detaincs him : 
the Father may hapto Excommunicate 
his owne Sonne, and forthe body of a Jade, 
| hazard the. ſoule of his Child. Yea, which 

is wore, they publiſh Excommunications for 
 Gianes nor yer committed - The Lord of a 

Mannor hath ſet a rowe of young Elmes, 
| he may _haue an Excommunication again(t 
| allchoſerhat ſhAl do them any harme. This 
| isto hang a man,b*forche hath donethe faR 
that deſcrucsit. Theſe ir-rite,forceleſſe,bug- 
beare Excommunications, the ridiculous at- 
fordmcars ofa mercenary Power,are not vn- 
liketho(c old nighr{pels, which blind people 
hadfrom mungrel Witches,to ſet about their 
Orchards and Houſts;antidotes and charmes 
againſt cheeving ; wherein ney the 
rouiderice of God, they: madethemiclues 
lding to the-Divell for ſatetic. Credt- 
tors, that would bee paid in their moneys, 
may procure an Excommunication againft 
their Debeors, it they pay nor by ſuch a day. 
Thiswerean cxcellent proied for you Citi- | 
zens, 4 rounder courſechenarreſts and tedi- | 
ous trials at Law. But it is to bee doubted, 


that your Debtors would feare the Pope 
OR Aa" Br Scriveners, andan 


Excommunaications for thingsloſd.; a man f 
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Excommrnication farre-leffe them an Out-| 
lary;Ther's borfoure thingsexempred trow| 
the power of their Excommunication, as} 
N_4#4r7us notcs : a Locuſt,'an Infidel, the 
Deuill, and the Pope : fo he hath marched 
them, folet them) goe together, Forthe Ex- 
communicate muſt be a man, a Chriſtian, 
mortall, and an Infcrivur : now the Locult 
is not a man, the Infidellis nora Chriſtian, 
the Deuill is not mortall, and tae Pope 
hath no Superior. But roo much ofthat; this 
isa Parable, and hecte isn& foundation for 
ſuch a building. 
Cut it downe, How' © with an Axe of 
martial! yron { This were.an expoſition fit 
for Doway, or the Gunpowder-Enginers : 
that by Cutting 1t dewne, vnderftood, Blew 1: 
vp; turning their Axe to @Petarre. Ha 
God ſaid to them, Cat it downe, the axe had 
bin inſtantly heauved vp:yea,they didit,when 
God faid no ſuch thing. Rather thenfaile| 
of cutting it downe, they would haue ſtocked 
ir vp, roote and all: this is their mercie, 
But the Spirituall Axe is to cut downe, Ca/- 
p45,non Animas : when we reade of cutting 
downe, remember it is meant of mens finnes, 
not of their ſoules, Preachers indeed doe 
wound ; bnt it is G/ad/o #r15, not oreglady . 
with the Sword of the Spirit, not a Rewillac”s 
Knife. If God had ment ſuch a cxtring downe, 
Nero 


*: - {Thus was Ninmeh cut dowre : ener ſa oft im m 4- 
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Ou. x Yee. 
Ners had inc 2heve inſtrument then Pavl. 
Weread,- that tha went throurh the 
World : buethar their Sword wenrehrough 
the World; we neverrcad, 

Cat it downe, How then? Succrde, that is, 
\ Succidendani menare; threaten that] will cur 
it downe, Ca/! them owt of my ſight; Exyce that 
i$;' Eyciendos-pronuncia ; day that I will reieRt 
them. Oved moritur, moriatur : Duod ſucci- 
dendum oft, ſuceidatur , That which dya1h, tet 
1# die, God fometimes ſends ſuch farewels 
and defiancesro finners that will notrepent, 
Ephraim is toyned 18 Idols, let him alone. If 
they will not be perſwaded to returne, ler 
them go on totheir ruine, let them alone. 
If any man will be vninſt, (et him be vniuſt > He 
that will be filthy; let him be filthy ſtill; letthern! 
$criſh. Abear, pereat, profundat, per dat, 
Cut it downe, T his was, Senieria 8ris, the 
ſentence of the mouth : bus ie may be this 
was' not Confilium cords, the purpoſe of his 
heart. Sepe Deominante quod peccans merersy, 
peccanti non fit quod Dews mimnatur, Nor can 
this raxe God of levitie :/ for he that ſpeakes 
with condition of repentance, . may change 
his word without ful vition of lighancſle. Ts 
muto [enrentiam tnam, Dens mmtabit (nam . 
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lo, vt edificaretur in bono + the ſubuerfion 
was menaced, the converſion was intended, 


| The Father ſhuts his rebellions Sonne out of 


Revel.2z.11 


efag, 
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much as among his ſeraves :-- _ 
not meaneto let him periſh wi 

cold in the ſtreeres >but-when he hath well 
{marred for his diſobedience, vpon hishum- 
ble ſubmiſſion he is re-entertained;- The ve- ! 
ry mereies of the wicked arecyuell, but the ve« | 
ry judgements of Godare fweee. ThisC at- 
tine downe, is Medicmale, not mortale : Diſci- 
plinans, non eradicaws. for teſtiturion,not de- 
Rirution ; for remidie not for 'ruine,, Tn* 
deed, if all thisdeguntiationand threamning 
cannot perſwade thera ro+ retume, then} 
comes their finall predition : ' when they | 
have cut off theraſclues impenitently, God 
will cutthem mrs 1 . ”y if we turte 
todeprecation and repentance, he will rurne | 
ys cogent and forglueneſſe. The' 
Tree is barren, and the Lordfaies, Car it 
downe + the Tree frudtifies,. and he wil-fay 
Let it Sand, Orhen ler vs hambleour ſolaes, 
and. wich ſeaſsnable repentance Ce: downe 
our finnes, that this terrible Sentence may | * 
ncuer Cus downe our foules. * 


The Reaſon, Whycambreth it the 
ground ? | 
God isan vndependant Lord, aridacedes 
not giue a. reaſon -of his doings: 'for whs' 
can call him to account, Canis farie  'His 
ludgemenes are' not alwaies manifeſt, they 
| are: 
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be. barren .vA 


ar6alwaiceintt 2-m00 doh he things becauſe 
_—_—_—_— butthey-are theretore good 
deththem. - Should hee make 
| rs on the earth, and diſparchall 
barren Trees ih @ moment « yer-(hpn romtiug- 
eſt holy, © thou worſhip of ſeact, If be ſtrickes 
vs, we are yot-wiengeds it is-our deſert, 
and his luſtice; If he {pares-vs, we haue nat 
merited ; It is, his mercie. Hwaic ft miſere- 
cardia, 6abs Hou fo minria :: that man receives | 
mercie, thou: haſt ao 4nivric. Yet thathee 
ht bee ivſtified ,. and the mouth of all\ 
ickednefle 5 he is content ro-giue 
atcaſon ofthis ſcatence, Thinkenotl dealc 
hardly with this Fg-treez 4detvs conferre tos, 
gether, and heare one anotber with pati- 
ence. 1 willdhew thee ſufficicot reaſon- of 
cutting it downe £ doc thou ſhew me ſome 
cauſewby irſhouldſtand. | My reaſon is, 46: 
cumbery the ground. Terram reddu ohev- | 
uilpn, -It is not onely barren Formabien, but. 
Effective. Ina word. 1. It does no good, | 
[2 It dothmuch harmes 4 ens 1 
_ | Firſt, Itdoeshogood, therefore it is Racy 
wortly\gf chengunimentsFerrodoÞe,and 
Gens mala ; are an il] march+4- an 
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parky need aveat, de 
ground hee goes on, Therich thindes, 
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himſclfe worthy of delicare vidads, coſtly 
garments: durifull arcendance, 24je Dines, 
becauſe he is rich: yet he may not 
ofa crumme,a rag, arcipet, 9u/4 mals, bo 
cauſe he is cuill. It will one day grieue ſach 
fruitles Nab«ls,waen they muſt recciveamul- 
tplicitic of tormencs, according to thenum- 
ber of their abuſed benefits, 2nd they wil wiſh 
chat they had not fared ſo well vpon ca 
that they might fare leſle ill in Hell, They 
live in the Vineyard, cate the fat, and drinke 
the ſweet, tu all chis juyce, not into 
fruirfull cluſters, hs the bchaofe of Gods 
ſeruants; but intotheir ownearmesand bran- } 
ches : rayſing their Houſes out of the ruines 
of Gods Houſe, hat good - _ £ Cut 
them downe, A pro onnd? 
It is fic, thatthe Arms, »—ion oo try bee 
laid vp or the righteous c dentur dignigr thes. 
But i rf war yoanmgng + 
barren Trecs among vs;there neuer was ſuch 
a cry in Egypt, as there would beabout Low 
| dow. What innumerable ſwarmes of nothing | . 
does this Ciric £ menand women, 
whole imployment is, to goe from 
their beds ro the Tap-houlc, then 40-the 
Play-houſe, where they make a match fat 
the Brothel-houſeand from thence d 
againc. To omit thoſe ambulacory Cheri 
ans, that weate out the Pavement of this 
great Tongs with their feet, burſcarſeeuer 
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never further from God, then when theyare 
neereſt the Church, To omit thatrabbie of 


begy! and pilfri abonds, thar like 
bea 1, bm _ or exof their creation, 
but recreation ; butroeare, anddrinke, and 
ſleepe. What an arnmiie of theſe might bee 
m out of our Suburbs e But that Idle- 
neſſe hath diſabled them toany ſervice : they 
are neither fic for God nor man. Did they 
yet bur like wormes andin{eRs, ſpend vp the 
corruption ofthe Land,and leaue vs the tefle, 
it were ſomewhar, But they are worſe,cucn 
diſcaſes and vnwholſome ayres, to breed 
infetion among vs. Let Authority looke to 
their caſtigation, or anſwere for their mil- | 
chicfes : ſo farreas they deſeruc, let them 
hotbe ſpared; Cur them downe, hy com- 1 
ber they the Groand ? E 
The barren Tree doth no good you ſee ; 4 ; 
bur that is notall : It doth much hure, and 
that in two reſpeRs. 
© x Tr occupies the roome where a better 
Tree might grow. The Kingdome of God 
ſhall beraken from you, and gizen 194 Nation | Muk.: 1.44 
thas will bring forth the Freites thereof. A fruit- 
full Nation would bee content with ſuch a | | 
dwelling, Chriſt forerels this murarion, P «#/ | 
{ſhewes it accompliſhed. They are broken off, Rom. 11.19 
vhat we (in their places) _— graffed on. 
is}: 
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Plal.1 61.t, 
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| Theb ree ." 
ona wedding garment : Wh thou vſurp 
[the ſeate, where a worthy gueſt might fir 2 
Thus David vicd to purge his Court zadmit. 
ting the righteous into the offices of the vn- 
iakacons. As in caſe of calaminie, the godly 
are delivered out of trouble, and the wicked | 
comes in his roeme : ſo in caſe of felicitie, the | 
vngodly ſhall bee turned our of their happi- | 
nefle, and the reightcous ſhall come in their 
ſtead, | 

A Tudge is corrupt z heis girded with Iu-| 
ſtice, bur the girdle ſaggsto that fide where | 
the purſe hangeth 37 God will cut him down; | 
| here is roome for a good man, that will doe} 
| equirie. A Magiſtrate is partiall, anddrawes| 
the Sword of Iuſtice in his ownequarrell, 
' which he puts vpin the cauſe of Chriſt : he 
| muſt be cur downe,here is roome for one that 
will loueand adhere tothe truth. Anoffice is 
abuſed by him that holds it; hee bought 
| deare and hee cannot ſell cheape : itis rime 
he were cut downe ; this place will main- 
|taine a man, that will maintaine the place, 
| with vprightneſſe. A Miniſter is barren, 
hath no milke in his breaſts : Minifleriom 
| £1#5 4ccipiat alter ; Let another take his office; 
here is roome for one that will feed the peo- 
ple. A prophanc Patron will let none into 
the Lords Vineyard, but at the Non-licet- 
Gate; by which good men will neuer enter: 
| his Clarke ſhall be Simes, himſelte will bee 
| Maou: : | 
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be Bayfean Tree, | 54 ad 


Marns Venfance ſhall cur- him downe; ' 


hcere is. roome for one that will freely put 
 faithfull Labourers into the Viueyard. There 
| growes-an Oppreſlor, ſculking in a corner ; 
the nedy cannot finde him, or if chey doe, 
they find no fruit from him ; Curt himdown, 
here is roome for one that will pitic the 
poore. The Lord will roore out ſuch baſtard 
Plants, and repleniſh his Garden with fruit- 
full Trees, 
| 2 Iedrawes away nour:ſhment from ber- 
' -, | ter Plants, that would beare vs fruits. For 
this Chriſt denounced a woe to thoſe Iewiſh 
Clarkes, thar keeping the Keies of heauen 
would wcither emter themſelues, nor ſuffer 8-| py ur, 
thers, What ſhould become of them, that wil = 
neither do good, nor ſuffer good to be done, 
bur cutting dewne 2 A gicat Oake pines all 
the vaderwood neere it,yea ſpoiles the graſle 
that ſhould feedrhecatrell. A great Opprel- | egy , x. 
ſor engroſſeth all round about him, till there 
bee n2 place left for a fertile Tree. Meane 
while, himſelfe hath onely ſome leaues, ro 
ſhaddow his Sychophants ; bur no fruir, vn- 
leſſe Bramble-berrics, and ſuch as the Hogs 
will ſcarce cate, 

!lcouct to be great Trees, feweto bee 7. 
good. The Bryar would grow vp tothe big- 
© | nefſe of the Maple, the Maple would be as 
tall as the Cedar, the Cedar as ſtrong as the 
Oake: and theſe ſo ſpread their rootes, till | 
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The lire 
-hey ſarue the reſt by an infeMMdle ſoaking. 


When mother earth, the Church, would 
deriue herſapto ſome young hopefull Plant, 
theſe intercept it. There is maintenance duc 
to the Miniſter, but the barren Impropriztor 
ſtands in his way,& ſucks it al from him: per. 
haps he leaues him ſome few drops, tocoolc 
his remples, but not enoughto preſcrue life, 

But the famiſhed tree cries againſt him that 
drawes the life from it,& yeclds no fruitz;and{[ 
God will heare it, Abſcinde,cat it downe. How 
charitable would Lazarss haue bene had he 
bene owner of Dzwes his eſtate £ How would 
Mordecat have promored the good of Ifracl, 
had he bene as great a fauoritcas Hamas 
was * How freely would the conſcionable 
man giue ſpiritual preferments, were he a Pa- 
tron © He that feares God, would juſtly ren- 
der the Church her dues, did he driuc ſuch 
| trade., and dwell in ſuch houſes,as you do. 
But that God, who diſpoſeth all asitplea- 
ſeth him,mend all when it pleaſeth him,cuen 
for his owne mercies ſake. 

Thus from a plaine Text I haue derived 
you familiar perfwaſions : for I came norhi-, 
ther to ſarisfe the curious head, but the ho- 
neſt heatr. Admit but two conſiderations 
more, and I haue done. 

Firſt the Lord hath ſhewed vs the way to 
be fruitful, by his owne cxample. He owes vs 
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nothing : if he withold good things, we can- | 
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bowels Cid iuſtly fill our bowels with com- 


be thefruirs of kis mercieto vs, where bethe | 


of all trees moſt vicleſſe. Itis compared to 
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not chalenge him{if he ſends vs good thi 
weare = rothanke him. - ns | 
how generall was the complaint all over this 
Kingdome © The Mower could not fill his 
lythe, nor the binder vp of ſheues his bo- 
ſome. The beaſts periſhed for want of fodder, 
yea, childrendyedin the ſtreet with er : 
rhe Father nor being able with all his 
weekes labour eo buy them (onely) bread, 
The fields were thin, and the barnes thinner: 
little in many —_ there was togather, and 

le weather preuented the ga- 
thering of tharlirtle. The emprines of their 


paſſion - Famine is a fore plague. Wee then 
cryed ynto the Lord for fruits, and he heard 
vs : Loc in how plentifull a harueſt hee hath 
anſwered our defires, to his ownepraiſe,and 
our comfort ! Yea, he concluded all with 
ſongs and triumphs, a ioyfull harueſt-home z 
the beſt ſheafc of our Wheat, the beſt grape 
of the Vintage, the beſt lower of our gar- | 
land, the beſt fruit of that royall Tree, the 

ſafe rerurne of our gracious Prince. Theſe 


fruits of our thankefulneſle to him? 

Secondly, the barren Fig-tree is of all moſt 
iſerable, and ſo muckithe more, as it is bar- 
mn the Vineyard. The Vine fruitlefle, is 


noble and worthy things : to the good wo- 
H3 


man, 


Ezech 15 3 
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The barren Tree, | 
a ——_——=.. 

man, Yor tus ſient vitis + 'tdrhebeſt'man; 1 

aw the true vine : it cheeres the heaw of God 


| on, Oakes and Cedars are good for builaing, 


Matth,5.13, 


| and man. But if barren it is good fornothing, | 


nat ſo-much as to make a pinne to hang a hat | 


Popplars for Pales,very buſhes forhedging, 
doted wood for firing:burt the fruiclfle Vine 
is good for nothing. Salt keepes other things 
from purrefying, bur if it ſelfe be purrefycd, 
whart ſhall ſeaſon it? A {ſweet Singer delights 
vs all; but 9u'/s medebitur cautatori a Serpente 
percuſſs ? It a Serpent hath ſtung him, who 
ſhall recouerhis voice If rhetye be blind, 
what ſhall looke to the eye * 

LA 1 nihilum valet, quod non valet ad finem 
ſuns, It is good for norhing.thar is not good 
for the end it was made, If aknife bee not 
good to cut, we ſay it is good fornothing : 
yet may ſome other vic be invented forir. It a 
Plough be not good to breake the ground, 
welay it is good for nothing,yetir may ſtop a 
gap.Ifa hound be not good to hunt, we ſay he 
is good for nothing, yer may he in the night| 
giue warning of athcefe. Butifa Frg-tree, 8 
Profeſſor be not good for fruit, he is indeed, 
good for nothing. The refuſe of other things 
haue their vies : ſowre Wine will make Vi 
neger, olde Rags make Paper, Lees are fi 
Dyers, Soile is good to fat the Land, Pe 
fheardsand broken tiles to mend high waics 
all good for ſomewhat : yea, they offer to fel 


& ThebarrenTree: 


nn 

the combings of haires ; Ladies and Gentle- | 
women know whether they be good for any 
purpoſe or no, But the fruiclefſe vine, the ſa» 
uourleſle Salt, the lightlefle Lampe, the Fig- 
leſſe Figge-tree, the graceleſſe Chriſtian, 1s 
good for nothing. | 

We all haue our Stations in the Vineyard, 

to bring foorth fruits, but what bee thoſe] 
fraj $ a ſmart Inuention of him, 

ced the Emperour, -and the 
ope,recontlled, in their Mateſtick Thrones, 
he brought the Statcs of the world before 
them. Furſt*comes a Counſeller of State, 
{with this Motto, 1 Adniſe you two: then a| 
Countier 1 Flatter you three + then a Huſ- 
bandman, 1 Feed vow fowre, then 2 Mer- 
chant, 7 Couſſcn you five : then a Lawyer! 
I Robbe you ſixe.: then a Souldier, 1 Fight | 
of ap ſeven : then a Phyfician, 7 Kill you! 
eight : Laſtly a Pricſt, 1 abſolne you all nine : 

This was his Saryre. "Bur in the feare of] 
God, as our Soucraigne doth gouerne vs in| 
Truthand Peace ; Solct the Counlcller ad: 

uiſe, the Iudge cenſure, the Husbandman la- 
bour, Merchant trafficke, the Lawyer plead, 
the Souldier beare armes, the Diuine preachz 
azing forth the fraites of rightconinefle 7 
Frhatthis Kingdome may flonriſh, and bee an 


tex mplay encouragement to our neigh 
bours : 


| 


wn... Ah. th 


at our Children may bee ble | 
afterys, -our Enemics conuinced, Ali 
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Ws be bares Treg 
' | 


honourcd, the Lord offices and ver one | 
ſoules cternall NR INS the 
fruit of the woes glory, the 
fruit of Grace ; Godthe Farher grant 
vs all for his mercics ſake, God the Sonne 
for his merirs ſake, God he Holy Ghottfor 
his Names fake : ro whom hive Þ on: 
and one moſt glorious God _—_ 
all honour and obeditf 
now and for cucr, 
Amen, 
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